Green Gift Ideas

Between Thanksgiving and New Year’'s Day, household waste increases by twenty-five percent in
the United States—that’s 1,000,000 extra tons of waste each week.

This year, consider choosing holiday gifts that create less waste and are less resource-intensive to
manufacture. Look through the gift categories below to see if one of them might be right for a person
on your list!

Time

» Certificates for walking a dog, shoveling snow, cooking a meal, babysitting, or yard work

» Offer to create a scrapbook for a friend or family member who has all their photos in a box.

Experience

Music, writing, or cooking lessons
Memberships to museums or zoos
Annual passes to state and national parks
Permits for cross country skiing

Licenses for hunting or fishing
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Tickets or gift certificates for concerts, movies, and sports events

Food and drink

Organic foods basket
Co-op membership or gift certificates
Organic coffee, tea and wine

Organic, free-trade gourmet chocolates
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Reusable beverage containers

Personal care items

» Hand-made soaps and lotions
» Non-petroleum-based shampoos, soaps, and lotions in refillable containers

»  Gift certificates for haircuts or massages

Nature
» Bird feeders and houses, rain barrels, or compost bins
» Indoor plants or herb garden kit
»  Gift certificates for native plants and trees
» Binoculars



Green Gift Ideas Continued...

Environmental learning

>
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Books such as native planting, organic gardening or wildlife of Texas

Field guides for the local flora and fauna

Alternative transportation
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Scooter, rollerblades

Transit pass

Gift certificate for a bike tune-up or parts
Pedometer

Hybrid car (for the generous!)

“Green” gifts

»  Clothing made of organic cotton, hemp, or recycled materials

» Hand knit mittens, scarves, purses

» Candles made from bee, soy or vegetable-based wax (most conventional candles
are made from petroleum)

» Products from local craftspeople or artists such as pottery, jewelry or paintings

» Solar-powered electronics and rechargeable batteries

Donations

» Consider a donation in honor of your special person to a non-profit organization such
as the National Resources Defense Council, the Nature Conservancy, or Humane
Society. Be sure to check the credibility of organizations before donating.

» Donation to the Keep Brazos Beautiful organization (http:/keepbrazosbeautiful.org/)

Cards and Wrapping

>

Consider using recycled paper holiday cards, or create an online holiday greeting.

o Traditional gift wrap can’t be recycled, so try these alternatives:
o  Comics section of the newspaper

o Brown craft paper, boxes or grocery bags decorated using crayons,
markers and stencils.

o Scarves, bandannas, or home-sewn cloth bags.
o  Gift wrap made from recycled paper.

o Bows saved from previous years.




